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'Anti-Capitalism' as Ideology... and as Movement? 

From the 2001 issue of the excellent annual communist journal from Britain, Aujheben, a critique of 

die anti-summit movement. 

Behind the Twenty-First Century Intifada 

Also from the 2001 issue of Aujheben a look at the proletarian elements of the Palestinian revolt in 
opposition to the usual presentation of it as a purely nationalist, state-building affair 

Class Struggle in Iraq 

Four articles about war, mutiny and near-revolution in Iraq. 

Gl obai i sation : Origi ns-H istory-Analysi s-Resistance 

An article from the 1999 issue of British cco-anarchist/communist journal Do Or Die. 

Mutinies: A Historical Reader 

A collection of articles on mutinies against the Vietnam, Bosnia and Kosovo wars. 

Outside and Against the Unions 

A communist critique of trade unions focusing on the 1984-5 miners strike in Britain from British 
group Wildcat 

'Picket and Pot-banger Together': Class Re-composition in Argentina 

A long article on the proletarian revolts in Argentina from the 2002 issue of Aujheben along with 
two sKorter articles on the situation there. 

Society of the Spectacle 

The classic 1967 critique of spectacular capitalism by Guy Debord of The Situattomst International 

The Neo libera I Wars 

Articles on the wars in Yugoslavia, Somalia, Chechnya and Afghanistan as well as a theoretical 

discussion of how neo-liberalism leads to civil war. 



Whither the World 

Co-author of the classic Eclipse attd Re-emergence of the communist Movement Gilles Dauve and 

Karl Nesic discuss the current malaise of both capital and proletariat in this piece from early 2002. 



It seems as if security and the political criteria of the blockade always respond to the internal 
needs of the organization, rather than to the political conjuncture or to any possible external 
support. 

Yes, but these internal necessities entail much more than our "economic needs." For example, wc 
blockaded because of the events at Mosconi; those events implicated our identity, because if a compafiero 
is affected in Mosconi, well, that also concerns us, even it" it is something that does not seem to affect 
us directly in Solano. 

Likewise, we blockaded the Pueyrredon Bridge because the compaflcros at La Matanza were under the 
threat of repression; we said to the government, "to repress over there, you'll have to also repress over 
here." We saw that they were beating our brothers (despite D'Flia and Alderete), so we had to come 
out to fight for them. Keep in mind, though, we do not build toward the conjuncture. We are not 
interested in elections, whether people should vote or not. 

Another example: when Patricia Bullrich organized an offensive, we said. *Ve have to come out 
because they want to cut our plans, they don't want to renew them." It was an attempt to put a stop to 
our organization. What we never do is to come out when a super-structural power tries to convene us, 
when an organization with a pre-determined political agenda tries to mobilize us; we analyze and 
decide upon a situation according to our own agenda 

We don't want to foreclose anyone's space; we don't want to be a vanguard. We build because there 
is a reality that needs to be transformed, and we organize and join-up widi those that are changing their 
situation. Wc arc not interested in going to La Matanza to harangue and agitate, just in order to gain 
space. We don't conceive politics in that manner. Yes, we believe that the base needs to be organized, 
but it is up to the compancros at La Matanza to organize their own area. We want to coordinate our 
movement with those that are building theirs, but we don't dispute them any political space. 

ft can't be said, as others claim, that we are just a "base" movement. We do have a political project In 
fact, we do know how to read the current political conjuncture, but our project occurs at the neighborhood 
level, with the people. Our analysis is more comprehensive, precisely, because we work in this manner. 
They can't reproach us for lacking a strategy and a guiding political structure; that's a lie. The movement 
itself is a political tool; all of us, all the compafieros in the movement, constitute this tool and we all 
work on the analysis. When we are asked what our political project is, we explain that it is this: politics 
from below, a comprehensive politics from below. Our goal is the complete formation of the person, 
in every possible sense. F,vcrything counts, everything is important. 

We don't believe that we need a national front, one that encompasses the entire country, in order to 
succeed. I don't believe that there will be an alliance or a front that will take power; there will be many 
fronts. 

Editor's Notes 

1 President of Argentina from 1990 to 1999. 

1 See Aufheben "Picket and Pot-Banger..." in this pamphlet. 

3 In June 2000, a riot in the town of General Mosconi left 2 people dead and led to a country-wide 

piquetero response with 300 road-blocks. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This pamphlet was produced to make available information about die recent working class struggles in 
Argentina as these were among the most important in the last few years. 

•Picket and Pol-banger Together': Class Re-Composition in Argentina?" first appeared in the 2002 
issue of the excellent annual British communist magazine Aujheben and seems to have been completed 
in late September 2002. It is the best article about the Argentine revolt that is currently available in 
English. Aujheben have a website at www.geocities.com/auftieben2 

"Report from Argentina'' was written by an anonymous communist from Britain, in December 2002. 
It discusses the impasse of the movements in Argentina and their recuperation by the Left as well as 
the continuing weakness of capital there 

"A Conversation with MTD Solano" is an interview with piqueleros from Buenos Aires by the Argentine 
autonomist Marxist group Colectno Suuaciones. In contrast to the more detached perspective of the 
first two articles by Britons this is a detailed explanation of how the unemployed have organised their 
powerful assault on capital in Argentina by both constructing new communal social relations and 
attacking capitalist ones. Colectivo Sttuaciones have a website at www.situaciones.org and can be 
contacted at situacioncs@sincctis com.ar 

Since these articles were written the situation in Argentina has changed for the worse. In April 2003, 
ju.-»t before the Argentine presidential election the worker-controlled Brukman textile factory in Buenos 
Aires was violently evicted by the police although more generalised repression has not yet emerged. In 
the presidential election eighty percent of those eligible cast valid votes up from a mere sixty percent 
in the previous election in 200 1 . This probably represents something of a resigned return to acceptance 
of the old world after the failure of the insurgent movements to advance in their creation of a new one 
Nevertheless the situation in Argentina is far from resolved in the favour of capital with the new 
president, Nestor Kirehncr, representing the wing of the bourgeoisie that wants to avoid a major 
confrontation with the proletariat for fear that it will lead to an expanded revolt such as occurred in 
December 2001 in response to the declaration of a slate of emergency. However m the absence of 
large scale state repression a resurgence of the movement in Argentina appears unlikely except perhaps 
as a response to revolts in other South American countries. In that regard at least there is some reason 
for optimism with the massive insurrectionary movement in Bolivia in October 2003 the most significant 
among a series of struggles that have erupted in nearly every country in South America in the last few 
years 

Canberra, Australia 

I )ecember 2003 



People say that some of the companeros have a purely pragmatic relationship with the movement; 
that they only come to get the plan. How does this actually work out in the piquctes? 

The majority of the companeros that join the movement - more than eighty percent - start out only 
because they have concrete necessities. They need something to cat, they don't have groceries, they 
don't have work; they have nothing. At first they come for the plans, but once there is a real process, 
things change, they begin to feel the excitement and the need to gel organized. Rut yes, some companeros 
only go because die assembly voted that those failing to attend the blockade don't get a plan. 

Some say that taking to the streets is a way of saying "no" to a model, "no" to a system, I think 
that this can be understood in two different ways: in the first we speculate that the model failed 
and that you represent the moment when the victims stand forth, like with "Farinello," whose 
"people" never step out of their role as the witnesses of misery: those that are "left-out," those 
that beg, the impoverished, the forgotten. But, there is another way to see the issue, one where 
the model did not fail, where exclusion simply does not exist because there is no place of inclusion, 
where exploitation is merely a desirable variable in the system. Things being as they are, we feel 
that the stance taken by most of the people that participate in the piquetcs is not that of the 
victims, rather, they present a very clear subjective desire to work and think actively. 

We don't want to be included. At least, I know that I don't want to be exploited ever again, to have 
Fortabat or Macri as bosses again, that's for sure. 1 have not struggled just to return to exploitation 1 
believe, personally, and 1 believe that many companeros share this belief in regards to diemselves, that 
I am not made to be included, but this is something else altogeUier. 

One of the things that we know with certainty is, precisely, what we don't want; getting organized 
makes this clear. To discover where we want to go, what it is that we are building, that is what is 
uncertain, new, and this is something that has not been closed-off, it's unfinished, something that we 
think anew every day. The organization is dynamic, it changes and it reflects upon its changes. It's true 
that the blockades are exciting, but what is truly exiting about the organization is that it brooks no 
dissociation between that excitement and our everyday lives. Thai's where the reality of the organization 
lies; the piquete can only express what we have managed to build in our everyday life, otherwise it is 
useless. The system has nothing to offer us in regards to this task, and we are forced to build an 
alternate history We don't demand things because we want to be included; we only demand things in 
order to continue getting organized. 

How is a piquete agreed upon, how and where do you block the road; who makes the decisions? 

Each and every zone reports on their situation. Then, depending upon each neighborhood's situation, 
a barde plan is proposed. We discuss whether we will march or blockade. Each neighborhood assembly 
decides upon their action first, then, at the table, we try to reach a consensus based upon die choices 
made by the different assemblies We begin to see what we may be able to achieve as the proposals are 
presented. We never talk about the specific location that we intend to block at die assembly, for 
security reasons. We choose the method but not die details. 

In the assemblies we determine the roles and the zones. For example, we determine which of the 
companeros will lake care of food, security and any injuries. That is to say, the dilferenl zones coordinate 
particular activities and then there is someone who is elected to serve as a nexus for all these zones In 
contrast, other organizations have leaders who decide who does security, yet the location of the blockade 
and, therefore, the security zone itself- in our experience it is security that decides where a blockade 
will occur - remains unclear to the leaders. There are many different kinds of organization. 

49 



organizations see themselves as political actors and they have revolutionary strategics; we see ourselves, 
like the Subcom andante Marcos says, as rebels seeking social change. For example, they say that what 
we call popular education deforms people rather than informing them. They don't make any attempt to 
tie popular education to political education, on the contrary. We were below, at the bottom, and wc 
don't want to rise, we want to stay there, we will always be rebels. We are at the bottom and we don't 
want to come up. We have a lot of compafieros that stand out, but none that aspire to lead Wc all lead, 
all of the time. 



In any case, these differences won't let us lose sight of the fact that we have to organize, that we have 
to coordinate and articulate, that it is necessary to go on discussing things and coming to agreements, 
struggling together. We are not saying that we know the truth and the others don't. Wc know that wc 
build things differently; but these differences can be coordinated, just as long as we keep raising the 
call for social change, for dignity, and that we don't take advantage of people, say, by using them to 
win elections. 

I have heard some piquetero compancros complain that they felt "useless," "forgotten," "left 
behind," in their everyday lives, yet, at the blockades they feci different; "empowered,"' they feel 
that "they have a choice." 

It's true; it's a liberated zone, the only place where the cop won't treat you like trash. There, the cop 
says to you, "pardon me, we come to negotiate." That same policeman would beat you to death if he 
saw you alone on the street. 

It's true that you feel yourself to be in control of an area during a blockade, but I believe that the 
compafieros are aware that organizing empowers them; that it is not only the blockade, but the 
organization that makes you strong. For example, today the compafieros arc putting up signs on the 
street, they put up MTD signs, with an small arrow, indicating how to get to the shelter These arc the 
strong signs of an emerging counter-power. 



I 
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The proletariat discovers its historic mission on the streets of Salta 
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PICKET AND POT-BANGER TOGETHER: 
CLASS RE-COMPOSITION IN ARGENTINA? 



A nation implodes... 

Following years of 'neo-liberal' restructuring in Argentina, and with thousands of private and slate 
workers not having been paid in the last half of 2001, by the end of that year the social situation was 
deteriorating fast The collapse of a heavily indebted economy threatened ever wider social sectors 
with the loss of their livelihoods. This situation was not going uncontested, however There were 
twelve general strikes in 2001 alone. On just one day in August of that year, a huge piq ue tero ' action 
involved over 100.000 people and blocked 300 roads. 2 

On the 1 7th of December the government of Dc La Rua announced further cuts. The state budget was 
to take a further 20% reduction. This meant more cuts in services, wages and pensions. Unemployment 
already stood at 20% and the corratiio (banking restrictions) had been put in place on December 3rd to 
prevent people withdrawing their savings. A generalized insurrection gripped the country. And on the 
19th, huge sections of Argentinian society mobilised not only against De La Rua but against the whole 
Argentinian political class. On the 1 5th. organised lootings spread through Argentina's provincial 
cities; on the 1 6th and 1 7th they hit Buenos Aires, where thousands attacked supermarkets, warehouses 
and shops, as well as official buildings In Quilrnes. in greater Buenos Aires, 2000 people besieged a 
supermarket and refused to leave until they were given 3000 twenty-kilo bags of food The movement 
spread spontaneously. Many banks in the heart of Buenos Aires were burned on die 1 9th 

De La Rita denounced this 'anarchy' and instituted a state of emergency. This threat of state repression, 
a very tangible threat to Argentinians with their memories of die terror of the dictatorship, instead of 
demobilising people became the spark for an even wider mobilisation More than a million people 
filled the centre of Buenos Aires and headed for the Casa Rosada, the presidential palace in the Plaza 
de Mayo. There were also hundreds of thousands on the streets of most of the other cities; Cordoba, La 
Plata, Rosario The impoverished middle classes came out into the streets, in a mass cacerolazo, a 
symbolic protest involving the beating of pots and pans. At exacUy the moment when the state attempted 
to intimidate and create division, with a call to order against the looters, people filled the streets 
chanting "the state of emergency - they can stick it up their arse". This crucial moment became 
effectively an endorsement of the insurgency of the previous days. More than 30 people died on the 
1 8 th and 19th, shot by shopkeepers and cops at lootings around the country, and in the streets around 
the Plaza Dc Mayo in Buenos Aires during riots: but the party of order' was decisively pushed back 
The massive defiance of the state of emergency appeared to lay to rest the ghost of fear and intimidation 
from the years of the dictatorship; the phrase "No te metes" ("Don't get involved") was no longer 
heard. 

All the main protagonists of this story were involved on the 19th. There were the unemployed, who 
participated in both \hepiquetes and the lootings all over the country. The 'middle classes' were also 
there; in the following few days, they would set up popular assemblies in their neighbourhoods. 
Prefiguring this, people met and discussed on street comers, where many stayed until late into the 
night, lighting fires in die middle of the roads at the intersections of wide avenues - reminiscent of 
piquetero tactics of the last few years The workers from the Brukman factory, occupied on the 18th, 
were there loo. 



A.s the 1 yth turned into the 20lh, the cacerolazo protest escalated into open confrontation with the state 
and there was massive street-fighting in the centre of Buenos Aires. 3 At the Obelisk, in the centre of 
Buenos Aires, hundreds engaged in running street-battles with police- including the motoqueros. the 
motorbike couriers, who gave aid to the lighters from the back of then bikes, charging the police, 
rescuing those overcome by tear-gas and bringing loads of stones for others fighting. People celebrated, 
as De la Rua fled the Casa Rosada by helicopter, with music, champagne and bonbons looted from 
nearby shops The banks burned in the centre of Buenos Aires on the 19th and 20lh, an expression of 
anger at the corralito: die bank freezes affected not only the middle classes but also many workers 
with small savings and those who depended on cash by working in the black economy. The demos, 
riots and lootings took place throughout Buenos Aires province and in more than twelve cities around 
ilie country Barricades were erected in some areas of the capital and massive riots ensued Many 
joined the weekly vigil of the mothers of the disappeared in the Plaza de Mayo; some tried to storm the 
Casa Rosada, the Ministry of the liconomv was set alight; and people besieged the home of the hated 
minister of finance, Cavallo. In Cordoba, the second city, site of Argentina's declining car industry, 
die breakdown of negotiations over the payment of wages between municipal workers and the council 
led to an occupation of the council offices, where a popular assembly was held. Thrown out by the 
police, they tried to burn the building down and build barricades in the street, helped by workers from 
various factones that had just gone on strike As in Buenos Aires, lootings occurred involving different 
sectors of workers and the unemployed A new slogan against the political class resounded in the 
streets all over the country, one taken up and much-debated ever since: "Que se vayan todos'** (Out 
with them all). 

The new mood appeared to be summed up in a statement by one of die piqueteras involved in the 
MTD Solano (Movement of Unemployed Workers "We heard rumours of deaths [from repression] 
but we knew we were participating in something historical and you could feel the solidarity there. Wc 
weren't piqueteras or middle class; we all fell the sensation of being 'one'". But this provokes the 
question What was the nature of this feeling of "being one*? A problematic cross-class solidarity in 
which the proletariat were in danger of losing sight of their class needs by joining with other classes 
al letted by flic Argentinian crisis? The present article seeks to answer this fundamental question of the 
composition - or re-composition - of the movements which have been threatening the social order in 
Argentina over the last 12 months 

In order to gain an understanding of the nature of the current struggles, we need first to place them in 
their historical context, beginning with Argentina's 'golden era', when the economy revolved around 
the agro-export business The rise of Peronism heralded a new 'settlement' with the working class 
which helps explain some of the peculiarities of the present-day struggles. In this context, we trace the 
origins and outline the trajectories of the different sections making up today's movement: the 
unemployed and piqueteros, the situation in the factories, and the impoverished middle classes and the 
neighbourhood assemblies While there appears to be a generalized 'rejection of polities', there remains 
the question of how all these aspects fit together - do the various struggles in Argentina constitute a 
proletarian attack against capital 9 Is the 'rejection of politics' a radical advance for die movement, or 
an expression of sectional fragmentation? We suggest that the 'nco-libcral' attack has resulted in a 
massi fication of the class in which the middle classes are being absorbed into the proletariat. This is 
happening in specific conditions of a country on the periphery of capital, where an immediately social 
mobilization around the neighbourhood is possible. 



There were some hard moments in the first blockades, but things changed after Mosconi.' From then 
on die consciousness of our compafkros changed. At first we had to insist Uiat everything was going 
to be alright, we had to struggle to keep our compafieros from being frightened, and more often than 
not we had to keep our sticks and our slingshots hidden. We had strong disagreements on whether to 
keep our faces covered or not It took time for people to understand that we needed some kind of self- 
defense, that die security compafieros could not show their faces to the militias In the blockades that 
wc did with the congress of La Matanza, the people of the CTA would demand that wc remove our 
hoods We took that to the assembly, and the assembly decided that we might as well abandon the 
piqucte if we were forced to go unmasked. The system considers the blockades as enmes, diey are 
illegal, but to us they are entirely legitimate We finally understood this, and it changed our organization 
fundamentally. 

We understand that what makes you different from other organizations of the unemployed is 
that you organize workshops, projects, task groups, that you have a burgeoning collective life: 
how does this difference manifest itself in the conception of the piquctes? 

I have been to other piquetcs and our organization is different to theirs, our security criteria are different, 
and our eompancros have a different notion of discipline It would be very surprising to catch one of 
our compafieros drinking at one of our piquetcs; that someone is asked to leave because he is a security 
risk. There have been a lot of changes in the neighborhoods, in the lives of our compafieros, because 
you have to keep in mind that these were compafieros who, a year ago, would take 30 pesos in bribes 
for their vote, who were forced to steal in order to survive. 

Our common development, our formation, holds all of this together. That's its bedrock Nobody imposes 
a drinking ban, or stops a companero from drinking; we talk about these diings at the assemblies. 
Basically, the coordinators don't get to decide whether drinking is forbidden or not, rather, we look for 
a consensus, we discuss the reasons why it might not be prudent. That's the great difference; it's not 
because you happen to wear a hood, or carry the biggest stick. 

When did you get the first plans, the ones that helped you to organize? 

In 1997, as soon as we started marching onto the Municipal Hall, we got 50 plans. We didn't do any 
blockades then, we marched to die Department of Labor. So, we got our first plans through our actions 
on the Municipal Hall. We achieved autonomy in the handling of the plans after two blockades. 

This idea, to transform this relationship with the State: was this a conscious decision at the time? 

Yes, and this is what made us different to other organizations, now there are many organizations that 
are beginning to do the same thing The problem, basically, was that the municipality would put 
pressure on die compafieros to keep them from organizing. 120 workers got work under the State's 
plan; only 5 or 6 of them are still part of the MTD. Wc soon realized that it made no sense to promote 
a project that would extend the process we wanted to redress. 

We have discussed the heterogeneity of the piquetero movement on several occasions. How do 
you explain this heterogeneity? 

Our difference to dial of other movements is becoming increasingly apparent, that is, above all, because 
many others still work in the classical way: they say, "we seize power from above and then we change 
diings;" while we say, "from below, without any desire to seize power, we struggle." Those other 
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